
  

First Presbyterian Church 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 26, 2021 at 10:00 
 
 
 

 
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

 
Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 
 
Opening Sentences   

One: Upon this gathering of your people, 
All:  pour out your Spirit, O Lord. 
One: Be near to us and speak to us, 
All:  and we will proclaim your glory. 
 

Gathering Music      “Fairest Lord Jesus” – Silesian folk song, arr. Kurt Kaiser 
  Tina Edmonston, cello 
 
*  Call to Confession     

One: In faithful prayer there is power to save the sick; anyone who has committed sins 
will be forgiven. Therefore let us confess our sins and pray for one another so that 
we may be healed. 

 
*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  God, our strength and savior, you know our great transgressions, our hidden faults, 
our secret sins. 

With our hands we grasp at power; with our feet we stumble into evil; with our eyes 
we look out for ourselves. 

 Forgive us, gracious God, and lead us in your way of life and love and peace; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
*  Silent Prayer 
 
*  Assurance of Pardon   

One: Though we wander from the truth, God brings us back. 
All:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 All:  And also with you. 
 One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 



 

Baptism 
 William Theodore Hepburn, child of Emily Saari Hepburn & Matthew Bradshaw Hepburn 
 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

All:  Lord God, by the power of your Spirit, enlighten our eyes, instruct our minds, 
rejoice our hearts, and revive our souls so that our lips and our lives may bear 
witness to your Word. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading James 5:13-20 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs 
of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have 
them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith 
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will 
be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you 
may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human 
being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 
months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the 
earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the 
truth and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner 
from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.  

 
One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon  “Are Any Among You Suffering?” Dr. Gerdts 
 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 
Hymn Solo “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit Karen Dante, soprano 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
LEAVE TO SERVE 

 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Sending Music Improvisation on “Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit” Lucas Brown, piano 
 
 
   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able. 



 

 
 
WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 
Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 
information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe here. 
 
THE HOPE OF BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES! This morning’s Blessing of the Backpacks 
expresses gratitude for all who have donated school supplies and backpacks to Camden Community Center 
and St. Wilfrid’s. It is also an expression of hope for the school/work/everyday year to come. As grown-ups 
and children alike carry briefcases, backpacks, purses, lunchboxes, diaper bags, laptops, etc. into the weeks 
to come, may they also carry the assurance that God (and their church community) cares for them. 
 
NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP– Parents wishing to drop off infants – 3-year-olds can do so 
in the Hospitality Room where our nursery helpers will be happy to entertain your babies while you 
worship. Save time by filling out your information ahead of time. The link to the forms can be found 
here: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any questions, please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION AND VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL! Sunday School 
registration now open! We are looking for Sunday School to start in person in October. Please use this 
link, https://forms.gle/8fC9sCAyBAr8htg57, to fill out the online registration to make sure your child 
has a spot in class and so your child can receive virtual Sunday School lessons while we are still 
remote. We can't wait to be back in the classroom soon! Any questions, please contact Gabrielle 
Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 
CONVERSATION ON RACE MEETS TODAY, SEPTEMBER 26, for a discussion of the book 
Caste, by Isabel Wilkerson. Join us after worship in the choir room. Questions? Email Becky Bryan: 
rebeccabryan@me.com. (Note: watch for information about a virtual discussion to come.) 
 
YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT – Youth Group is Back! Middle and High Schoolers, please join us 
tonight from 5pm-6pm outside the playground. Hoping to go over the calendar for the year and then play 
a game. Capture the flag, Anyone?  See you tonight! Any questions concerning Youth Group please 
contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY NEXT WEEK, OCTOBER 3 – The Peace and Global Witness 
Offering will be collected. The offering supports Presbyterian missions around the world and locally. 
FPCH’s portion of the offering goes to REHAB Project, Pakistan/Shakila Rani (through Asian Christian 
Ministries). The REHAB Project is a peacemaking ministry, serving women who are unjustly treated in 
their social setting or families. It provides refuge, counseling and referrals to victims of domestic violence. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S INSTALLATION – AT LAST! You are cordially invited to the Installation of the 
Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante at First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield, NJ, on Sunday, October 17, 
2021, at 3:00 in the afternoon. Speakers will be the Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, the Rev. Dr. Debby 
Brincivalli, who serves as the Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery for Southern New Jersey, and the 
Rev. Dr. William D. Hess II who will be delivering the sermon for the afternoon. Rev. ‘Bill’ Hess 
served as the Senior Pastor at First Presbyterian Church in West Chester, PA, for 27 years, and has 
served as a transitional pastor throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Bill currently serves as the 
summer pastor for Christ Union Chapel in Branchville, NJ. Immediately following the service, everyone 
is invited to an open house and celebration at the church manse, directly adjacent to the sanctuary. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY has begun! The group meets Thursdays at 6:30 on Zoom for a 
discussion of the Letter to the Hebrews. You are welcome to join whenever you can. 
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PORCH BIBLE STUDY is back and will meet on Zoom on Tuesday, September 28, and Tuesday, 
October 12 to discuss Philippians. Meetings start at 7 p.m. and end by 8:30 p.m. All are welcome. If 
you are new and don’t yet have the link, contact the church office. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S BOOK STUDY on Richard Rohr will meet once more on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., 
Zoom link.  
 
DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing—and you can join 
at any time. The text for the coming week is Mark 10:2-16. 
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING – Nikki is holding a Stephen Ministry interest 
meeting on Wednesday, October 13th at 6:30 in person. Room to be announced. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED – We need your help! Please consider volunteering to be 
a Sunday School Teacher. Volunteers are needed to teach our young friends in grades PreK through 8th 
grade. All that’s needed is a willingness to teach; we will provide the curriculum, teaching manuals, 
supplies and support. We promise it is a fun and rewarding experience. Please reach out to Gabrielle 
Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
NURSERY WORKERS – Looking to earn some extra cash? We are looking to staff our nursery as 
many of our wonderful nursery helpers headed off to college. Ideal candidates will be high school aged or 
older with ample babysitting experience and/or certification. Must love babies and toddlers! This is a paid 
position! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling for more details at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
BE A HERO, VOLUNTEER WITH INTERFAITH CAREGIVERS – You care about your community, 
your neighbors. Is it time to join Interfaith Caregivers and volunteer to help your neighbors who are seniors 
or living with disabilities? We make it easy to volunteer: 
- Volunteer when you have time 
- Use our online system to find assignments that fit your schedule 
- Give a ride, shop for groceries, call someone to chat, you decide what you are comfortable doing 
- We have covid safety protocols in place to keep everyone safe. 

It is not every day you get the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others. Contact us today so we 
can tell you all about it. Decide for yourself if we’re a good fit, absolutely no pressure. Contact Suzan at 
suzand@ifchaddons.org or 856-354-0298. 
 
SCRIPTURE FOR OCTOBER 3: Mark 10:2-16 
Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered 
them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal 
and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment 
for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” Then in the house the 
disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly 
to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do 
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his 
hands on them, and blessed them. 
 
 



 

ST. WILFRID’S:  
There is Foodbank pick-up on Friday October 8. If you can help or would like to know more, please get in 
touch with Rose Guthrie: intrepidrose@gmail.com.   
Matching Grant 2021: October will be the only time we solicit contributions to the Open Door Clinic so we 
can take advantage of the offer of matching grants. To date, we have matching grants, one for the first two 
thousand dollars, and then another matching grant for the second two thousand. Hold your donation until 
October when it will double. More information to come in following weeks. 
Needs: We always need baby wipes. Because we are serving more of the homeless community, we need tuna 
and chicken in pouches or zip top cans, and fruit or applesauce in the individual serving containers, and bags 
of dried beans. We always need plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to line 
the plastic bags, and newspaper bags (to hold hygiene products). Donations may be dropped off weekdays in 
the bin on the steps of the Patco side of Grace Episcopal Church and on Sundays at FPC on the table outside 
Fellowship Hall or after church on the cart outside the office door on the Masonic Temple side of church   
Coats:  Please keep in mind the winter need of coats, jackets, hats and gloves and mittens to our patrons. We 
gave out more coats than we could count last year; we estimate that it was more than 500. It seemed as if we 
clothed the entire neighborhood, and patrons kept coming without coats. After Thanksgiving, we will be 
collecting. Buy a new coat or jacket and donate your old ones (unless the zippers don’t work!).  
Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwiches: Along with the food bags and hygiene products, we give away 
approximately 300 PBnJ sandwiches to our clients. If you are interested in making peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, please select a donation week by signing up on this signup form: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1 
If you have any questions or think you could help by volunteering or making sandwiches or helping with 
yard work, call Jill Mascena 856-428-7342 and leave a message. OR check the website. 
opendoorcliniccamden.org 
 
2021 CHURCH OFFERING UPDATE: 

Envelope Giving, year to date:  $385,212.00;   Budget $690,000.00 
Loose Offering YTD:                    $1,472.00;   Budget     $7,500.00 
Per Capita YTD:                            $6,643.00;   Budget   $14,500.00 

 
ONCE AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR PAYING YOUR 2021 PER CAPITA! – We’ve made progress. 
Here is an updated list of those who have paid their Per Capita amounts. (It’s not too late. Send your $37 
dollars to the church or to https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) Thank you! 

 
Lloyd & Chrissy Adams 
Shirley Aharon 
Dorothy Alff 
Betsy Anderson 
Sally Ashton 
Ed Balderstone 
Kristina Bean 
Abby Bell 
Charles & Bonnie Bell 
Emily Bell 
Charles & Joan Bergdoll 
Zachary Bissinger 
Clair & Judy Blank 
Nicholas Bollinger 
Robyn Bollinger 
Neva Bosch 

Rita Brown 
Sarah Brown 
William & Gerilyn Carr 
Judy Carrigan 
Priscilla Carrington 
Carol Carty 
Heather Chamberlin 
Lydia Cipriani 
Dan & Tish Colombi 
Jane Connor 
Mary Beth Creamer 
Corey Crumley 
Lauren Crumley 
Madeline Crumley 
John & Lindsay Cunningham 
Drew Dark 

Kathryn Dark 
Margot Dark 
Rachel Davis 
Bonnie Dewey  
Charlotte Dewey 
Constance Dewey 
Maisy Dewey 
John & Virginia Dowd 
Lisa Edmonston 
Owen & Tina Edmonston 
Philip Edmonston 
Vani Elgart 
Lee Federline 
John & Joan Fiorella 
Tamara Fisicaro 



 

Matthew Foote & Rebeca Silva 
De Foote  

Fran Friedrich 
Barbara Gallagher 
Linda Garver 
Doug Gerdts 
Judy Grantham & Quintin Lerch 
James & Marjorie Groeling 
Ian & Rosemarie Guthrie 
Robert & Joanne Hall 
Gabrielle Heimerling 
Edward & Linda Hess  
Jim & Sharon Hoobler 
Katelyn Hoobler 
Meredith Hoobler 
Sarah Hoobler  
Shirley Hough  
Emily Hurd 
Paul Hurd 
Peter & Lisa Hurd 
Marianne & Bill Hutchinson 
Connor Jackson 
Erik Jackson & Susan 

Bunnell-Jackson 
Kaelynn Jackson 
Aidan Kamp 
Chloe Kamp 
Connor Kamp 
Taylor & Amy Kamp  
Will Kamp 
Sylvia Keay 
Keith & Lesley Kirsch 
Mark & Lorna Klimas  
Rich Kouhoupt 
Amelia Lamb 
Andy Lamb 
Rachel Lamb 
Thomas & Melinda Lamb 
Lauren Larosa  
Bob & Janet Lehman 
Carrie Lehman 
Matt Lehman 
Wendy Lehman 
John Mackowsky 
Margaret & Richard 

Mackowsky 
Matthew Mackowsky 

Dana Manochi  
Haley Manochi 
Peg & Glenn Manochi 
Gisbert & Bonnie Manskopf 
Anthony & Jill Mascena 
Scott & Jennie McElhone 
Leona McFadden & Santo 

Miserendino 
Brian & Lorelei McGlade 
Ciera McGlade 
Delaney McGlade 
"T" McGurrin 
Liam McGurrin 
Herbert & Joan Miller  
Emma Miserendino 
Evan Miserendino 
Alan Mkitarian 
Amanda Morgan 
Robert & Joanne Morris 
Robert & Patricia Myles 
Paul & Debra Nussbaum 
Sally O'Brien 
Lauris & Liz Olson 
Margaret O'Neil 
Linda & Gene O'Neill 
Mark Oswald 
Nikki Passante  
Julia Piotrowski 
Michelle & Gregory 

Piotrowski 
Thomas Piotrowski 
S. Stephen & Jill Platt  
Warren & Isabel Pross 
John Reisner 
Tom & Molly Revell 
Gerry Rice 
John Richardson 
Allan & Ginny Ritchie 
Finnley Ritter 
Matt & Megan Ritter 
Judie Rose 
Larry Rugen 
Theo Rugen 
Jean Russell 
Benjamin Schroeter 
Christopher Schroeter  
Martin Schroeter 

Meg Schroeter  
Michael Schroeter 
Jeremy and Lindsey Scott 
Sally & Warren Seddon 
Maggie Sell 
David & Barbara Sewall 
Janet Sharke 
Janet Shoemaker 
Christine Sikora 
Gregory Sikora 
Joseph & Judith Sikora 
Charlotte Skeggs 
Susan & David Smith 
George & Peggy Spellmeyer 
Max Spencer 
Eugene & Jeanne Spinelli 
Robert St.Marie 
Alan & Amy Stedman  
David Stedman 
Patrick Stedman 
Kelly Stout 
Roger Stout 
Michelle Taffet 
Samuel Taffet 
Cheryl & Dustin Tarditi 
Diane Thorne 
Bob Timms 
Beth Tourtellotte 
Bev Trotter 
Paul Urian 
John & Denise Wackes 
Nancy Ruth Wainwright 
Katherine Warner 
Margaret Warner 
Thomas Warner & Anne Vial 
James & Donna Wasik 
Liz Wasik 
Robert & Ann Wells 
Betsy Westermaier 
Barry Wilhjelm 
Jennifer Willams 
Polly Williams-Fischler 
Elaine Winder  
Richard & Patricia Woodland 
William & Robin Wright 
Caroline Yount 
 

 
 



 

♦ 
 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 
Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 
prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, 
please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as 
the originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 
 
Prayers for the World 

• Prayers for all teachers, students, children, and parents as a new school year begins, amidst a 
pandemic that continues to surge.  

 
Prayers for the Church 

• Pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as they begin the work of the search for an Installed 
Senior Pastor! 

• Uplift Prayers for Bill and his wife Lisa.  Bill has been hospitalized for over two weeks with 
multiple health complications (9/22-L. McGlade) 

• Please pray for Pete who is learning how to live with heart issues in the midst of everyday life 
(9/20-L. Gormley) 

• Continued prayers for George and Peggy Spellmeyer.  George is improving and is grateful for the 
prayers - keep them coming! (9/18-pastors) 

• Praise the Lord! Megan Mascena Gaspar has finished her treatments and is cancer-free! (9/16- J. 
Mascena) 

• Prayers for the family and all the friends of Ken Funk, a brilliant soul who went on to Glory this 
past week (9/16- pastors) 

• Prayers for Dan, a member of the military who has been in Qatar since June. His most recent 
responsibility includes negotiations with the Taliban, and his return date to the U.S. continues to 
be pushed back.  Pray also for his mother-in-law Flossie, and for his family.  (9/16- L. Hess) 

• Continued prayers for Gail whose health has been improving and tumors have begun to 
shrink.  Prayers also for the doctors’ wisdom and a potential surgery (9/16- L. Hess)  

• Please continue prayers of healing for Pat McGrody (9/15- D. Wackes) 
• Please continue prayers for Bill Genereo that they would receive answers (9/15- D. Wackes) 
• Prayers for Chris and his family as he recovers from a serious heart attack (9/13 - C. Carty) 
• Continued prayers for Nancy as testing continues (9/13- C. Carty) 
• Prayers of gratitude and joy for cousin Don as no cancer cells have been found! (9/13 - C. Carty) 
• Pray for Philip Chang that employment opportunities would reveal themselves (9/9-pastors) 
• Please pray for a beloved friend suffering with pain and addiction issues (8/24 - A. Reinicker)  
• Pray for Jay Martin and his recent diagnosis and surgery (8/20 - J. Blank) 
• Please continue to pray for Caroline Yount, Geoff Mulvihill and their family. (8/20 - C. Crumley).   
• Please pray for Roy Probst’s recovery from back surgery and cancer (7/26- pastors) 
• Prayers for Jim Poole who has been diagnosed with ALS.  Jim lives in South Carolina (7/15- I. 

Pross) 
• Continued prayers for Jane Poynton (7/14 - pastors) 
• Continued prayers for Dan and Tish Colombi and their family (7/14- pastors) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Choir Room Bulletin Board by Jane Nestory 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Lucas Brown, Principal Organist – lbrown@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 
Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 
Kris Bean, Business Manager – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 
Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 
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